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The Lord’s prayer beautifully reveals to us 

the masterpiece of the infinite mind of God. 

In its brief and simple form of a prayer, it can 

be imparted to anyone (a child or mature 

believer). The Lord’s prayer is rich, and we 

discover from it what the Lord is teaching us. 

 

4 Lessons on the context leading to The 

Lord’s Prayer 

1) Prayer is best learnt by those with a 

teachable heart 

Luke 11 – The disciples had turned to Jesus 

to teach them to pray. They saw a powerful 

link between Jesus’ private prayer life and 

His character, teaching and public ministry. 

Deep down, the humble men and women of 

God always have a spot in their hearts that 

says with child-like faith: ‘Lord, teach us how 

to pray’. It is when we have a teachable heart 

that the best learning takes place. 

The Lord’s prayer is not meant to be treated 

as the only prayer to pray. Jesus’ desire in 

teaching His prayer is so that we become a 

people marked by prayer (v9). He desires us 

to become a people of prayer, and we need 

to begin with a teachable heart! 

 

2) Prayer is not meant to be a 

performance 

Jesus’ emphasis on giving to the needy 

(Matt. 6:1-4), praying (Matt. 6:5-13) and 

fasting (Matt. 6:16-18), is that they are not 

performances. They are not meant to be 

done for the purpose of others to see. Prayer 

needs to be done sincerely unto the Lord.  

v5 – During Jesus’ culture, a hypocrite was 

someone who engaged in drama and acting. 

He applied that word to people who made a 

great external show of piety in prayer when 

inwardly, they felt otherwise. He denounces 

prayers that are done publicly with the intent 

to impress people. Jesus desires for us to 

take prayer out of the performance market. 

He teaches that prayer is not an actor trying 

to meet a concealed God in secrecy, but the 

real person meeting the real Father in sweet 

private intimacy (v6). Prayer is the genuine 

meeting of hearts between a human and a 

Divine. It is the spirit of genuine intimacy in 

private prayer that gives rise to heartfelt 

sincerity in public prayer. 

 

3) Prayer is not about technique for 

results 

v7 – Jesus is against the mindless mechanical 

repetition of the heart in prayer. Prayer is 

never meant to be a scientific experiment to 

get a desired result. It is about faith in the 

One whom we have a relationship with. It is 

the irrepressible cry of the heart at the times 

when we most need it. 

God Himself is the focus of prayer! Prayers 

to Him are never pointless. The answer ‘no’ 

from God in response to our prayerfulness is 

poles apart from nothing happening from 

our prayerlessness. God is not just someone 

who knows all things but someone that 

knows us (v8)!  

 

4) Prayer is an invitation to enjoy the 

relationship with God that Jesus has 

secured for you 

Prayer is first and foremost not about what 

we need to do, but an invitation to enjoy the 

relationship with God that Jesus has secured 

for us. Jesus invites all sinners to come 

before God’s throne of grace in prayer, not 

through performance or technique but 

through His name. The only way we can 

come before God in relationship with Him is 

in humility (1 Pet. 5, James 4). Self-righteous 

sinners only enjoy a relationship with God 

because of what Jesus Christ did on the cross 

(2 Cor. 5:21) and if they confess their need 

for Him. 

 

Every time we pray, Jesus Himself prays for 

us as well! While Satan is at work, Jesus 

intercedes for us (Heb. 7:25)! He prays the 

mighty prayer that we cannot. Remember 

the Lord’s prayer for you!  


