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Speaking	in	tongues	is	prayer	or	
praise	spoken	in	syllables	

not	understood	by	the	speaker.		

(Grudem,	Systematic	Theology)



For if I pray in a tongue, my spirit prays, 
but my mind is unfruitful.

1 Corinthians 14:14



Five Common Questions About Tongues

1. Was the tongues in Acts 2 at Pentecost real 
human languages or “syllables not understood 
by the speakers.”?



Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing 
Jews from every nation under heaven. 6 When they 

heard this sound, a crowd came together in 
bewilderment, because each one heard their own 

language being spoken. 7 Utterly amazed, they asked: 
“Aren’t all these who are speaking Galileans? 
8 Then how is it that each of us hears them

in our native language?                      

Acts 2:5-8



Five Common Questions About Tongues

1. Was the tongues in Acts 2 at Pentecost real human 
languages or ‘syllables not understood by the speakers.”?

2. Are tongues evangelistic?



“..(both Jews and converts to Judaism); 
Cretans and Arabs—we hear them declaring 

the wonders of God in our own tongues!”

Acts 2:11



For they heard them speaking 
in tongues and praising God.

Acts 10:46



Five Common Questions About Tongues

1. Was the tongues in Acts 2 at Pentecost real human 
languages or ‘syllables not understood by the speakers.”?

2. Are tongues evangelistic?
3. What does Paul say is the purpose of tongues?



For one who speaks in a tongue speaks not to men 
but to God; for no one understands him, 

but he utters mysteries in the Spirit.  

1 Corinthians 14:2



But if there is no one to interpret, 
let each of them keep silent in church 

and speak to himself and to God. 

1 Corinthians 14:28



Otherwise when you are praising God in the Spirit, 
how can someone else, who is now put in the position 

of an inquirer, say “Amen” to your thanksgiving, 
since they do not know what you are saying? 

1 Corinthians 14:16



And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds 
of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert 

and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people.  

Ephesians 6:18



Five Common Questions About Tongues

1. Was the tongues in Acts 2 at Pentecost real human 
languages or ‘syllables not understood by the speakers.”?

2. Are tongues evangelistic?
3. What does Paul say is the purpose of tongues?
4. Are tongues to be used only in one’s private 

devotional prayer life?



18 I thank God that I speak in tongues more than 
all of you. 19 But in the church I would rather speak 

five intelligible words to instruct others than 
ten thousand words in a tongue.

1 Corinthians 14:18-19



For anyone who speaks in a tongues does not speak 
to people but to God. Indeed, no one understands 

them; they utter mysteries by the Spirit.

1 Corinthians 14:2



18 I thank God that I speak in tongues more than all 
of you. 19 But in the church I would rather speak five 

intelligible words to instruct others than ten thousand 
words in a tongue. 20 Brothers and sisters, stop thinking 

like children. In regard to evil be infants, but in your 
thinking be adults. 21 In the Law it is written: 

“With other tongues and through the lips of foreigners
I will speak to this people, but even then they will not 

listen to me, says the Lord.”

1 Corinthians 14:18-21



Five Common Questions About Tongues

1. Was the tongues in Acts 2 at Pentecost real human 
languages or ‘syllables not understood by the speakers.”?

2. Are tongues evangelistic?
3. What does Paul say is the purpose of tongues?
4. Are tongues to be used only in one’s private devotional 

prayer life?
5. Should all Christians speak in tongues?



Now I want you all to speak in tongues, 
but even more to prophesy. 

1 Corinthians 14:5



I wish that all were as I myself am. 
But each has his own gift from God, 
one of one kind and one of another.

1 Corinthians 7:7



7 To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for 
the common good. 8 For to one is given through the 
Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the 

utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, 
9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts 

of healing by the one Spirit, 

1 Corinthians 12:7-11



10 to another the working of miracles, to another 
prophecy, to another the ability to distinguish 

between spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, 
to another the interpretation of tongues. 11 All these 

are empowered by one and the same Spirit, who 
apportions to each one individually as he wills.   

1 Corinthians 12:7-11



28 And God has appointed in the church 
first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, 
then miracles, then gifts of healing, helping, 

administrating, and various kinds of tongues. 
29 Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all 

teachers? Do all work miracles? 30 Do all possess 
gifts of healing? Do all speak with tongues? 

Do all interpret?  

1 Corinthians 12:28-30



1. You don’t have to be afraid of the gift.
2. You will not lose control.
3. Tongues does not mean you are more spiritual 

than those who don’t have the gift.
4. You don’t have to put your brain on ice.
5. You don’t want to be forced into speaking in 

tongues.
6. If you desire to receive the gift of tongues, 

persevere in prayer.

Encouragement To Those Who Don’t Speak In Tongues


