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1. Cessationist
2. Pentecostal
3. Charismatic 
4. Doesn’t really have a name

Four Positions Regarding 
The Power Gifts of The Spirit: 



Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers, 
I do not want you to be uninformed.

1 Corinthians 12:1



4 Now there are varieties 
of gifts [charismata], but the same Spirit; 

5 and there are varieties of service [diakonia], 
but the same Lord; 6 and 

there are varieties of activities [energema], 
but it is the same God who empowers them 

all in everyone. 7 To each is given the 
manifestation of the Spirit 

for the common good. 
1 Cor 12:4-



“A spiritual gift is Jesus 
pursuing His mission through 
the members of His church.”

Wayne Grudem, Bible Doctrine, p396



“Spiritual	gifts	are	God	going	
public	among	his	people.”



So with yourselves, since you are 
eager for manifestations of the Spirit, 

strive to excel in building up the church

1 Corinthians 14:12



Spiritual	gifts	are	less	privileges	than	
responsibilities.	Gifts	are	not	for	personal	
adornment,	status,	power,	or	popularity.



1. Only pastors and mature stable believers have 
the power gifts. 

Exposing Six Misconceptions



“To each is given the manifestation 
of the Spirit for the common good.”

1 Corinthians 12:7



Having gifts that differ according to 
the grace given to us, let us use them: 
if prophecy, in proportion to our faith.

Romans 12:6



As each has received a gift, use it 
to serve one another, as good 

stewards of God's varied grace.  

1 Peter 4:10



1. Only pastors and mature stable believers have the power gifts. 

2. All the gifts you will ever get you got at the point 
of your conversion.

Exposing Six Misconceptions



But earnestly desire the higher gifts. 

1 Corinthians 12:31



Pursue love, and earnestly desire the spiritual gifts, 
especially that you may prophesy.

1 Corinthians 14:1



So, my brothers, earnestly desire 
to prophesy, and do not 

forbid speaking in tongues.

1 Corinthians 14:39



1. Only pastors and mature stable believers have the power gifts. 
2. All the gifts you will ever get you got at the point of your 

conversion.

3. Gifts are prove that God loves me and his 
presence and favour are with me.

Exposing Six Misconceptions



1. Only pastors and mature stable believers have the power gifts. 
2. All the gifts you will ever get you got at the point of your 

conversion.
3. Gifts are prove that God loves me and his presence and favour

are with me.

4. If people abuse spiritual gifts, they should cease 
to use spiritual gifts.

Exposing Six Misconceptions



The	solution	to	the	abuse	of	spiritual	
gifts	is	not	prohibition,	but	correction.	



“…you do not lack any spiritual gift…”

1 Corinthians 1:7



17 For Christ did not send me to baptize but 
to preach the gospel, and not with words of eloquent 

wisdom, lest the cross of Christ be emptied of 
its power.18 For the word of the cross 

is folly to those who are perishing, but to us 
who are being saved it is the power of God.

1 Corinthians 1:17-18



1. Only pastors and mature stable believers have the power gifts. 
2. All the gifts you will ever get you got at the point of your 

conversion.
3. Gifts are prove that God loves me and his presence and favour

are with me.
4. If people abuse spiritual gifts, they should cease to use spiritual 

gifts.

5. Once you use a spiritual gift, you can always    
use it.

Exposing Six Misconceptions



1. Residential 
2. Occasional and Circumstantial

are either:



1. Only pastors and mature stable believers have the power gifts. 
2. All the gifts you will ever get you got at the point of your 

conversion.
3. Gifts are prove that God loves me and his presence and favour

are with me.
4. If people abuse spiritual gifts, they should cease to use spiritual 

gifts.
5. Once you use a spiritual gift, you can always use it.

6. Those with more spectacular gifts are more 
spiritual.

Exposing Six Misconceptions



“A	spiritual	gift	is	Jesus	
pursuing	His	mission	through	
the	members	of	His	church.”

Wayne	Grudem



If	you	want	to	practice	the	spiritual	gifts,	
you	must	be	lovingly	connected	to	
other	believers	in	the	local	church.	



Gift	of



“Prophecy in the NT 
is telling 

something that God 
has spontaneously 
brought to mind.”

Definition: 



And having sought out the disciples, 
we stayed there for seven days. 

And through the Spirit they were telling 
Paul not to go on to Jerusalem.

Acts 21:4 (ESV) 



10 While we were staying for many days, a prophet 
named Agabus came down from Judea. 11 And coming 
to us, he took Paul's belt and bound his own feet and 

hands and said, “Thus says the Holy Spirit, ‘This is how 
the Jews at Jerusalem will bind the man who owns this 

belt and deliver him into the hands of the Gentiles.’”

Acts 21:10-11 (ESV)



20 Do not despise prophecies,
21 but test everything; 

hold fast to what is good.

1 Thessalonians 5:20-21 (ESV)



5 … our gospel came to you not only in word, 
but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and 

with full conviction…. 
6 for you received the word in much affliction, 

with the joy of the Holy Spirit

1 Thessalonians 1:5-6



Let two or three prophets speak, 
and let the others weigh what is said.

1 Corinthians 14:29



Prophesying	in	the	New	Testament	
is	not	the	same	as	the	prophets	

in	the	Old	Testament.



“rightly handling the word of truth.”

2 Timothy 2:15



‘pay attention’ to Scripture, which is like 
‘a lamp shining in a dark place.’ 

2 Peter 1:19-20



- when	God	brings	something	spontaneously	to
mind	where	you	report	it	in	your	own	words.

Revelation



30 If a revelation is made to another 
sitting there, let the first be silent.

31 For you can all prophesy one by one, 
so that all may learn and all be encouraged,

1 Corinthians 14:30-31(ESV)



The secrets of his heart are disclosed, and so,
falling on his face, he will worship God and

declare that God is really among you.

1 Corinthians 14:25 (ESV)



The Benefits of Prophecy

1. Prophecy can bring disclosure of sins. 
(1 Corinthians 14:25)



The Benefits of Prophecy

1. Prophecy can bring disclosure of sins. 
(1 Corinthians 14:25)

2. It would speak to the needs of a person’s heart. 



On the other hand, the one who prophesies 
speaks to people for their upbuilding and 

encouragement and consolation.

1 Corinthians 14:3 (ESV)



The Benefits of Prophecy

1. Prophecy can bring disclosure of sins. 
(1 Corinthians 14:25)

2. It would speak to the needs of a person’s heart. 
3. It could also predict the future. 

(Acts 11:28; 21:11)



And one of them named Agabus stood 
up and foretold by the Spirit that there 

would be a great famine over all the world 
(this took place in the days of Claudius). 

Acts 11:28



The Benefits of Prophecy

1. Prophecy can bring disclosure of sins. 
(1 Corinthians 14:25)

2. It would speak to the needs of a person’s heart. 
3. It could also predict the future. 

(Acts 11:28; 21:11)
4. It provides anyone to participate in the church, 

not just those gifted in the gift of teaching and 
preaching. 



Now I want you all to speak in tongues, 
but even more to prophesy. 

The one who prophesies is greater than the one 
who speaks in tongues, unless someone interprets, 

so that the church may be built up.

1 Corinthians 14:5



Pursue love, and earnestly 
desire the spiritual gifts, especially 

that you may prophesy.

1 Corinthians 14:1



So, my brothers, earnestly desire 
to prophesy, and do not forbid 

speaking in tongues.

1 Corinthians 14:39


