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Is	the	Christian	life	characterized	
by	one	or	two	stages?



Is	Spirit-baptism	an	initiatory	experience	
for	all	Christians	or	a	second-stage	experience	

that	only	some	receive?	



1. One-stage views



“Spirit-baptism	
is	non-experiential	
and	occurs	below	
the	level	of		human	
consciousness.”



i. The Reformed Sealers (as they are called)
ii. The Wesleyans
iii. The Keswick Movement
iv. Classical Pentecostalism
v. The Contemporary Charismatic View

1. One-stage views

2. Two-stage views





“For we were all baptized by one Spirit 
so as to form one body - whether Jews 
or Gentiles, slave or free - and we were 

all given the one Spirit to drink.”

1 Corinthians 12:13 



“I wish you could all speak in tongues…”

1 Corinthians 14:5



“For we were all baptized by one Spirit 
so as to form one body - whether Jews 
or Gentiles, slave or free - and we were 

all given the one Spirit to drink.”

1 Corinthians 12:13 



Our		saturation	with	the	Holy	Spirit	
should	result	in	our	love	and	commitment	

to	the	body	of	Christ,	the	Church.	



“Until the Spirit is poured out upon us 
from on high, and the wilderness becomes 

a fertile field, and the fertile field is considered 
as a forest, then justice will dwell in the 

wilderness, and righteousness 
will abide in the fertile field”

Isaiah 32:15



“For I will pour out water on the thirsty land, 
and streams on the dry ground; 

I will pour out My Spirit on your offspring, 
and My blessing on your descendants”

Isaiah 44:3



“And I will not hide My face from them 
any longer, for I shall have poured out 

My Spirit on the house of Israel, 
declares the Lord”

Ezekiel 39:29 



If	the	baptism	of	the	Holy	Spirit	
happens	at	conversion,	

how	do	you	explain	incidences	
in	the	book	of	Acts	
where	they	appear	
like	separate	events?



i.		The	first	disciples	at	Pentecost.



i.			The	first	disciples	at	Pentecost.

ii.		The	Samaritans		(Acts	8:4-24)



“…..who came down and prayed for them that 
they might receive the Holy Spirit. 16 For He had 

not yet fallen upon any of them; they had simply 
been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 

17Then they began laying their hands on them, 
and they were receiving the Holy Spirit.” 

Acts 8:15-17



i. The	first	disciples	at	Pentecost.
ii. The	Samaritans		(Acts	8:4-24)

iii. The	Ephesian	disciples	(Acts	19:1-10)



And it happened that while Apollos was at 
Corinth, Paul passed through the inland[a] country 

and came to Ephesus. There he found some 
disciples. 2 And he said to them, “Did you receive 

the Holy Spirit when you believed?” And they said, 
“No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy 
Spirit.” 3 And he said, “Into what then were you 

baptized?” They said, “Into John's baptism.”

Acts 19:1-7



4 And Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism 
of repentance, telling the people to believe in the 
one who was to come after him, that is, Jesus.” 5

On hearing this, they were baptized in[b] the name 
of the Lord Jesus. 6 And when Paul had laid his 
hands on them, the Holy Spirit came on them, 

and they began speaking in tongues and 
prophesying. 7 There were about twelve men in all.

Acts 19:1-7



You	have	one	Spirit-baptism	at	salvation.	
But	many	fillings.	

One	baptism,	many	and	frequently	
recurring	fillings!	


