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And one of the scribes came up 
and heard them disputing with 
one another, and seeing that he 
answered them well, asked him, 
“Which commandment is the 
most important of all?”

Mark 12:28



34 But when the Pharisees 
heard that he had silenced the 
Sadducees, they gathered 
together. 35 And one of them,
a lawyer, asked him a 
question to test him.

Matthew 22:34-35



29 Jesus answered, “The most important 
is, ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, 
the Lord is one. 30 And you shall love 
the Lord your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul and with all your 
mind and with all your strength.’ 31 The 
second is this: ‘You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other 
commandment greater than these.”

Mark 12:29-31



The emphasis 
of the 

Christian faith 
is a distinct love 

for God as a 
relational being.



Our distinct love for a 
personal God with a name 

overflows into distinct love for 
His image bearers with names.
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Mark 12:30-31

30 And you shall love the Lord your 
God with all your heart and with all 
your soul and with all your mind and 
with all your strength.’ 31 The second 
is this: ‘You shall love your neighbor 
as yourself.’ There is no other 
commandment greater than these.”



Matthew 22:40

On these two commandments
depend all the Law and the 
Prophets. 



“Woe to you, scribes and 
Pharisees, hypocrites! For you 
tithe mint and dill and cumin, 
and have neglected the weightier 
matters of the law: justice and 
mercy and faithfulness. These you 
ought to have done, without 
neglecting the others.

Matthew 23:23



Then they said, “Come, let us 

build ourselves a city and a 
tower with its top in the 
heavens, and let us make a 

name for ourselves…

Genesis 11:4
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She will bear a son, and you 
shall call his name Jesus, for 
he will save his people from 
their sins.”

Matthew 1:21


