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For freedom Christ has set us free; stand 
firm therefore, and do not submit again to a 
yoke of slavery. 2 Look: I, Paul, say to you 
that if you accept circumcision, Christ will be 
of no advantage to you. 3 I testify again to 
every man who accepts circumcision that he 
is obligated to keep the whole law.  

Galatians 5:1-26 



4 You are severed from Christ, you who would 

be justified by the law; you have fallen away 

from grace. 5 For through the Spirit, by faith, 

we ourselves eagerly wait for the hope of 

righteousness. 6 For in Christ Jesus neither 

circumcision nor uncircumcision counts for 

anything, but only faith working through love. 



7 You were running well. Who hindered you 

from obeying the truth? 8 This persuasion is 

not from him who calls you. 9 A little leaven 

leavens the whole lump.10 I have confidence in 

the Lord that you will take no other view, and 

the one who is troubling you will bear the 

penalty, whoever he is.  



11 But if I, brothers, still preach circumcision, 

why am I still being persecuted? In that case 

the offense of the cross has been removed. 
12 I wish those who unsettle you would 

emasculate themselves! 13 For you were 

called to freedom, brothers. Only do not use 

your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, 

but through love serve one another. 



14 For the whole law is fulfilled in one word: 

“You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 
15 But if you bite and devour one another, 

watch out that you are not consumed by one 

another. 16 But I say, walk by the Spirit, and 

you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. 



17 For the desires of the flesh are against the 
Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit are 
against the flesh, for these are opposed to 
each other, to keep you from doing the things 
you want to do. 18 But if you are led by the 
Spirit, you are not under the law. 19 Now the 
works of the flesh are evident: sexual 
immorality, impurity, sensuality,  



20 idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, fits 

of anger, rivalries, dissensions, divisions, 
21 envy, drunkenness, orgies, and things like 

these. I warn you, as I warned you before, 

that those who do such things will not inherit 

the kingdom of God. 22 But the fruit of the 

Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 

goodness, faithfulness,  



23 gentleness, self-control; against such 

things there is no law. 24 And those who 

belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh 

with its passions and desires. 25 If we live by 

the Spirit, let us also keep in step with the 

Spirit. 26 Let us not become conceited, 

provoking one another, envying one another. 





“Freedom is both the means and 
the end of the Christian life! 
Everything about the Christian 
gospel is freedom. Jesus’ whole 
ministry was an operation of 
liberation.” 

Timothy Keller – Galatians For You 



1. Freedom to Serve 

2. Freedom to Overcome 

3. Freedom to Transform 

What should we do with 
our God-given freedom? 



1. Freedom to Serve 

What should we do with 
our God-given freedom? 



For freedom Christ has set us free; 
stand firm therefore, and do not 
submit again to a yoke of slavery 

Galatians 5:1 



The two great enemies of Christian 
freedom are legalism and license.  

Ryken, Philip Graham 



13For you were called to freedom, 
brothers. Only do not use your freedom 
as an opportunity for the flesh, but 
through love serve one another. 14 For 
the whole law is fulfilled in one word: 
“You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.”  

Galatians 5:13-14 



Philip Ryken 

comes when Christ  

frees me from sin, not to sin. 

REAL LIBERTY 



 13… , but through love serve one 
another. 14 For the whole law is fulfilled 
in one word: “You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself.”  

Galatians 5:13C-14 



If the two great enemies of Christian  

freedom are legalism and license.   

The great friend of Christian 

 freedom is LOVE. 



What is God’s law now? It is not above a Christian—
it is under a Christian. Some men hold God’s law 
like a rod, in terror, over Christians, and say, “If you 
sin you will be punished with it.” It is not so. The 
law is under a Christian; it is for him to walk on,    
to be his guide, his rule, his pattern: “we are not 
under the law, but under grace.” Law is the road 
which guides us, not the rod which drives us, nor 
the spirit which actuates us. The law is good and 
excellent,  if it keep its place.  

Charles Spurgeon (1834–1892) 



1. Freedom to Serve 

2. Freedom to Overcome 

What should we do with 
our God-given freedom? 



16 But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not 

gratify the desires of the flesh.17 For the 

desires of the flesh are against the Spirit, and 

the desires of the Spirit are against the flesh, 

for these are opposed to each other, to keep 

you from doing the things you want to do. 

Galatians 5:16-17 



For the desires of the flesh are against the 

Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit are 

against the flesh, … 

Galatians 5:17 



He will glorify me, for he will take what is 

mine and declare it to you.  

John 16:14 



But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not 

gratify the desires of the flesh.  

Galatians 5:16 



19 Now the works of the flesh are evident: 

sexual immorality, impurity, sensuality, 
20 idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, 

fits of anger, rivalries, dissensions, divisions, 
21 envy, drunkenness, orgies, and things like 

these. I warn you, as I warned you before, 

that those who do such things will not inherit 

the kingdom of God. 

Galatians 5:19-21 



SUBSTANCE 

ABUSE 

- Drunkenness 

- Orgies 

SEXUALITY 

- Sexual  

  immorality  

- Impurity 

- Sensuality 

RELIGIOUS 

- Idolatry 

- Sorcery 

Works of the flesh 

categorized 



Destructive results  
• Strife 

• Dissensions 

• Fits of anger 

• Divisions  

RELATIONSHIP 

Destructive attitudes  
• Enmities 

• Jealousy 

• Rivalries  

• Envy 

Works of the flesh 

categorized 



 What causes quarrels and what causes fights 

among you? Is it not this, that your passions 

are at war within you? 2 You desire and do not 

have, so you murder. You covert and cannot 

obtain, so you fight and quarrel. 

James 4:1-2a 



1. Freedom to Serve 

2. Freedom to Overcome 

3. Freedom to Transform 

What should we do with 
our God-given freedom? 



22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 

patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,  
23 gentleness, self-control; against such 

things there is no law.  

Galatians 5:22-23 



4 Natures of the fruit 

1. Gradual 

2. Inevitable 

3. Connected 

4. Well-Rounded 


